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Endeavor  
Center

87%
Average occupancy rate of 
business workspaces from 
2015 to 2025.

2,149
The Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC) 
hosted at the Endeavor 
Center brings the resources 
of the Ohio Department of 
Development, national SBDC 
network, and the OSU Extension 
network to benefit the local 
business community. Since 
2015, the SBDC has assisted 
2,149 exisiting businesses 
and entrepreneurs in 10 
surrounding counties.

1,360 
 
Educational events and 
meetings hosted at the 
Endeavor Center by business 
and community partners from 
2015-2025. 
 
By design, Ohio State brings the 
business community together 
as a hub for workforce and 
professional development, 
networking across private 
and public organizations, and 
entrepreneurship.

Innovation in Action
Beginning in the 1990s, The Ohio State University South Centers and partners in the 
region demonstrated their commitment to community development by collaborating to 
enhance economic growth in the region through the Endeavor Center. From its initial 
concept in the mid-1990s to a feasibility study conducted in 1999, groundbreaking work 
in 2003, and its opening in 2005, the Endeavor Center has served as a bridge between 
Ohio State and the local and regional business community.

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

Built on Partnerships
The Endeavor Center is a model of partnership,  
created through funding and support from local,  
state, and federal partners.

 Then & Now 

From vision to reality - the Endeavor Center has grown into a cornerstone of regional progress, 
fostering innovation, collaboration, and economic opportunity across southern Ohio.

Initial Funding Partners

•	 Economic Development 
Administration

•	 The Ohio State University

•	 Governor’s Office of 
Appalachia

•	 Southern Ohio 
Diversification Initiative 

•	 United States Department 
of Agriculture

•	 Southern Ohio Agriculture 
and Community 
Development Foundation

•	 Shawnee State University

AT THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY SOUTH CENTERS
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InSolves
Innovative Solutions (InSolves) 
was one of the first partners in 
the Endeavor Center.  

Excellence
Recognition of the Endeavor Center’s 
contribution to the economic vitality 
of the region.

•	 The Ohio State University 
2014 University Outreach and 
Engagement Award 

•	 Ohio State’s 2014 nominee for 
the C. Peter Magrath Community 
Engagement Award 

•	 Economic Development 
Administration 2007 Excellence in 
Economic Development Award

REFLECTING ON 20 YEARS  
OF HELPING BUSINESSES

Help Us Build What’s Next
We value your input. Please scan to share your ideas to 
help us shape the next 20 years of the Endeavor Center.

Shared 
Progress

go.osu.edu/EC20

Endeavor Center Future Thinking

Focused Economic Development: The vision of the Endeavor Center was to be a 
regional hub for economic development and entrepreneurship in Pike, Jackson, 
Scioto, and Ross counties. It was established to address economic challenges 
in the region. Today the center continues to stimulate sustainable growth for 
small businesses and serve as a hub for innovation, collaboration, and economic 
opportunity throughout the region. 
 
Core Services and Resources: The Endeavor Center provides essential resources 
for small business growth. These include flexible, mixed-use office spaces; 
training and meeting facilities; and a variety of expert business services through 
OSU Extension professionals and affiliated programs like the Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC) and the Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP). 
This holistic model supports a mix of businesses including professional services, 
specialty contractors, health and wellness entrepreneurs, and manufacturers. 
 
Relevance: The center strategically aligns its services with the region’s existing 
and emerging economic drivers, adapting and changing as the needs of business 
and community change. Partnerships, such as Chambers of Commerce, Ohio 
Valley Regional Development Commission, financial institutions, economic 
development agencies, local universities, the Ohio Department of Development, 
and Department of Energy prime and sub contractors ensure the center is 
providing relevant educational and training opportunities across the region. 
 
Success: In the past 10 years, the Endeavor Center and partners have had a 
proven track record of success, contributing more than $100 million in direct 
economic activity to local communities. 

Learn more about the 
InSolves-Endeavor 
Center partnership.

“The Endeavor Center has 
provided that runway that 
has allowed us to reach the 
point where we are right now. 
We are a success story, and 
our success comes from that 
relationship.”
“ “

Steve Barbarits, Vice President, InSolves

“One way we measure our success is by the success of partners like Innovative 
Solutions (InSolves), Wastren Advantage, Inc., Value Added Services, Family 
Woodworks, and River’s Edge Orthodontics, who have all successfully expanded 
into larger, permanent commercial facilities and created jobs in the region.”
Ryan Mapes, Manager, Endeavor Center“

“
On behalf of Ohio State’s College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 
Sciences (CFAES), the South Centers thanks colleagues and collaborators who 
contribute to Endeavor Center impacts. As part of the CFAES statewide campus, 
the Center benefits from university outreach and engagement efforts, college 
administrative support teams, and faculty and staff based in county Extension 
offices and the Columbus and Wooster campuses.


