
Big fish farms 
Bethel Ohio 



Becoming a farmer 

Define your motivations 

Do your research 

Take stock of your existing skills and  contacts 

Be flexible but persistent 

A wise man once told me, “Every harvest expect at 

least one thing to go wrong.  Don’t waste any energy 

feeling sorry for yourself and go straight to the fix.” 





Becoming a 
caviar farmer  

 

Careful what you wish for, 

you just may get it. 
Chinese proverb 



At the tanks 

Start our fingerlings in tanks 

feeding daphnia 

Switch feed  to a floating pellet 

Aeration, water quality, algae 

control, feed  consumption are 

monitored . 

A partial water change bi-weekly 



Fish are stocked out 

By September or October we have 

a 1 to 2 pound fish. 

Fish are transported  to lakes we 

have under contract 

The released  fish forage for 

daphnia for the next 10 years 



The reason this works 

Paddlefish are large 

They filter for zooplankton 

Not interested  in a baited  hook 

They will no reproduce in a lake 



Harvest is in the winter 

months 

Large mesh gill nets 

Transported  on oxygen 

Fish settle at our place 

After a day or two we 

process 

Harvesting Paddlefish 



Making caviar 

Fish are humanely 

killed  

Bled  

Ovaries removed and  

screened  

Salted  

Tinned  



To Market  

Direct sales to consumers via website 

Direct sales to restaurant and  retailers 

Sales to d istributors in other cities 



Make a connection 

Shedd Aquarium 

Newport Aquarium 

OAA 

Slow Foods 

CFA 

NAA 


