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Dog Activities at the County Fair  
 
 Dog projects and activities enhance the learning experience of youth and adults.  
Youth taking dogs enroll in one or more of the following projects through their 4-H club:  
You & Your Dog 201D, Obedience 201O, Showmanship 201S, Performance 201P, and 
Working 201W.   Evaluation of these projects at the county fair can be both competitive 
(judgings) and non-competitive (demonstrations), as long as the intention is to provide a 
positive learning experience for youth.   

Many types of educational activities can occur at the county fair with dogs.  A 
typical dog show consists of Obedience classes, Showmanship classes, and You and Your 
Dog (formerly Dog Care) classes.  Some counties offer classes for assistance dogs (i.e. 
Pilot Puppies), agility, and rally obedience. 

Other activities that could involve youth and dogs during the fair include: 1) 
demonstrations and safety talks; 2) dog poster contest; 3) dog costume contest or pet 
parade; 4) 4-H or FFA booths; 5) herding demonstration; 6) dog drill teams; 7) Frisbee 
demonstration; 8) flyball demonstration; 9) Canine Good Citizen testing; 10) skillathons; 
11) canine freestyle demonstrations, and more!  Counties may offer many types of 
activities involving youth and dogs at the fair provided they are safe and fun. 

Each county fair has its own rules and requirements for Dog shows and activities 
that are a result of recommendations from a county dog committee, Extension 
professionals, Agricultural Educators, Junior Fair Board and/or Senior Fair Board 
members.  However, it is recommended that counties follow the Ohio State Fair Rules for 
Dog Shows as closely as possible.  Dog information can be found at the following 
website:  http://southcenters.osu.edu/4h/.    

Any youth can show their dogs at the Ohio State Fair by entering classes they are 
eligible for by July 11.  Entries are made directly to the State Fair Entry Department. 

 
Other  I tems Pertaining to County Fair  Dog Activities 

 
A. The Senior Fair Boards are: 

a. Legally responsible for all activities conducted during the fair. 
b. Responsible for the overall management of the fair. 
c. Responsible for providing facilities for junior fair activities. 

 
B. Extension and FFA are; 

a. Responsible for designing the educational opportunities for 4-H & FFA 
members taking projects. 

b. Responsible for providing the leadership needed to successfully conduct 
the 4-H & FFA shows and activities at the fair. 

 
C. Leadership to successfully conduct the Junior Fair Dog Shows and Activities 

include: 
a. Youth enrolled in projects by county deadlines. 
b. Recommend to Junior Fair Board and/or secure judges, types of 

recognition, such as trophies, ribbons, etc. 
c. Pre-fair registrations or fair entry deadlines for dog show classes. 
d. Show help and paperwork: 

i. Superintendents in charge of each show 
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ii. Secretary/person to register and verify entries, show score sheets 
iii. Veterinarian or vet assistant to check health papers and health of 

animal 
iv. Announcer 
v. Judges 

vi. Stewards 
vii. Award Donors 

 
D. Dog Show Facilities 

a. Need suitable place to show dogs, preferably under cover or shade.  
Exhibitors and dogs should not show in the hot sun; they may get heat 
stroke. 

b. Ring size should be a rectangle about 40’  wide by 50’  long – clear span. 
i. Ring size should not be less than 35’  x 50’  for open/graduate open 

classes, or 30’  x 40’  for lower obedience levels. 
c. If outdoors, the ground should be level and clean; grass should be cut short. 
d. If on concrete, mats should be provided for lower levels of obedience and 

showmanship, and must be provided for retrieving and jumping for the 
safety of the dogs. 

e. If on shavings or sawdust, the flooring should be clean and free from 
animal debris. 

f. The ring should be blocked off to keep people and animals out, and should 
be away from major distractions. 

g. Proper and safe equipment must be secured prior to the show. 
 

Some fairs have “dog houses”  where youth and/or breeders house their dogs 
during the fair.  These exhibits showcase purebred dogs.  To make the exhibit 
educational, youth could provide information about their breed, as well as give grooming 
and showing demonstrations.   

Most fairs allow youth to bring in their animals only the days of judging and 
activities.  Dogs should, at all times, be contained in a portable kennel and/or with a 
humane collar and leash.  Dogs should not be brought to the fair in prong collars or 
muzzles, as these types of equipment do not inspire confidence in the general public.  
Dogs posing a safety threat to humans and other dogs must not be brought to the fair, or 
must be removed from the Fairgrounds.  Bitches in heat should not be shown at the 
county fair unless special arrangements are made so the female does not show where 
other dogs are to be shown.  Females in season are likely to distract other dogs and cause 
them to not perform as well as they could.  Males and females may also become 
aggressive if exposed to a female in heat. 

“Walk Passes”  could be issued by the Senior Fair Board allowing dogs to be on 
the Fairgrounds during the day(s) of the show.  Stipulations as to where the dogs can be 
walked are listed on the “Walk Pass.”   If an exhibitor is approached by someone 
questioning him/her about the animal being on the Fairgrounds, he/she can present the 
“Walk Pass”  showing permission to be there.  A sample Dog Walk Pass is provided in 
this handout. 
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Ohio 4-H Dog Show Judges’  Guidelines  
 

For a complete set of Judges’  Guidelines refer to: http://southcenters.osu.edu/4h/dog.  
Sections of the Guidelines that pertain to hiring committees are provided below. 
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The Ohio 4-H Dog Program Philosophy     

 
 The Ohio 4-H dog program provides positive learning experiences and 
opportunities for diverse youth, encouraging them to reach their potential through year-
round active involvement in dog projects and activities.  Dog projects provide the catalyst 
for youth to experience and practice life skills until they are mastered and used in 
everyday activities, helping them develop as competent, capable, caring, and contributing 
citizens. 
 4-H volunteer advisors are caring adults who teach youth how to socialize and 
train their dogs to be well behaved in their homes, communities, and around other dogs.  
They give their support and expertise on a year-round basis, as the commitment of youth 
to their dogs is yearlong.  Advisors teach youth skills needed to safely handle and train 
their dogs, as well as teach responsible dog ownership.  Providing an emotionally and 
physically safe environment for members allows them to focus on learning the cognitive 
and physical skills needed to be successful with their dog projects. 
 4-H members are engaged in, practice, and demonstrate proficiencies with their 
dogs at various levels of obedience, showmanship, you and your dog (formerly dog care), 
and agility.  They are engaged in hands-on learning opportunities through dog 
skillathons, knowledge bowl games, and county and state fair evaluations.  4-H members 
express creativity through educational dog poster displays and contests, canine freestyle, 
and designing obedience and style patterns for dog drill team demonstrations and 
competitions.   
 The bond that develops between youth and dogs provides a stimulus for them to 
help others in their community.  4-H members and their dogs, as 4-H PetPALS, visit 
senior adults in nursing homes or assisted living facilities. They visit youth and adults 
with physical or cognitive disabilities.  4-H’ers and their dogs participate in walk-a-thons 
and other community service projects.  Youth participate with their dogs in 4-H project 
awareness opportunities in schools and throughout the community. 
 Youth learn critical thinking skills through training opportunities in the you and 
your dog project, agility, obedience, showmanship, assistance dogs, rally, and canine 
freestyle. They are prepared for the unexpected when working with dogs. 4-H members 
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learn how to be flexible, as well as how to think clearly and rationally, when confronted 
with situations during handling, socializing, and training their dogs. 
 4-H members practice setting short and long-term goals for their projects and 4-H 
careers. Youth have opportunities to explore careers related to dogs and the dog industry.  
Dog projects may serve as the stepping-stone to future involvement with dogs and dog-
related organizations, such as kennel and breed clubs, dog rescues or humane societies. 
 

To access Ohio 4-H dog information use the following website address: 
http://southcenters.osu.edu/4h/dog 

 
General Judging Guidelines 
 
 Keeping in mind the philosophy of the Ohio 4-H dog program, rules and 
guidelines are developed to bring consistency to competitive statewide 4-H dog events.  
The Ohio State Fair Junior Fair Dog Show Rules are designed by adapting the applicable 
American Kennel Club (AKC) rules (with permission) to exemplify the Ohio 4-H 
philosophy, and to promote and encourage participation by 4-H and FFA youth. The 
Ohio 4-H Dog Advisory Committee has developed these Ohio 4-H Dog Show Judges’  
Guidelines to aid judges in the evaluation and scoring of youth entered in county and 
state shows, trials, and fun matches, as well as an awareness tool for 4-H volunteers and 
youth.  These guidelines should help bring clarity and consistency to the individuals 
judging these events.   
 As a judge, you have been given the approval and opportunity to make a valued 
contribution to the Ohio 4-H dog program.  The manner by which you exercise your 
authority at 4-H dog shows and events has a direct impact on the 4-H program.  4-H 
members, 4-H volunteers, parents, and the general public assess what 4-H dog training 
exemplifies by the way judges evaluate youth and dog teams at 4-H shows. It is essential 
for judges to show respect for the Ohio 4-H dog program philosophy and to maintain 
high standards when judging and teaching 4-H youth. 
 
Responsibilities as a Judge 
 
Because of the authority position that you occupy as a judge, you must understand your 
responsibilities as a 4-H dog show judge. 
 
1.   First and foremost, always remember that you are working with young people.  
Belonging to 4-H or FFA and participating in the Junior Fair are learning experiences, 
and every attempt must be made for the experiences to be positive. 
 
2. Take 4-H dog show judging seriously. 4-H dog shows may be the only venue a youth 
has to showcase his/her 4-H dog project.  Judge a 4-H dog show with as much respect as 
you would an AKC or other sanctioned show. 
 
3. It is essential that exhibitors have full faith in the impartiality and competence of 
judges.  There is no room for even the suggestion that anything other than the work of the 
dogs in the ring is involved in your decisions.   
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4. Be consistent in your judging.  Do not make concessions to one competitor unless 
those concessions will be extended to all. You can be understanding toward some 
unexpected failure provided that decisions and scoring are not affected. 
 
5. Give every handler and dog equal time and opportunity to compete. 
 
6. Be friendly and courteous to all youth who enter the ring, while remaining 
unprejudiced and firm in your decisions. 
 
7. Expect each 4-H’er to enter the ring prepared to perform all exercises as explained in 
the rules, and judge the exhibitor accordingly. 
 
8. Demonstrate sound knowledge of the dogs you evaluate and score.  Continually learn 
about the requirements for 4-H obedience, showmanship, and other dog show classes. 
 
9. Demonstrate sound judging procedure and ring control, plus a thorough knowledge of 
the Ohio 4-H Dog Show Judges’  Guidelines.  Good procedure is essential.  With it, a 
judge will inspire the confidence of exhibitors and spectators.  
 
10. Be professional in the ring by: 

·  Being confident 
·  Knowing the regulations and guidelines 
·  Scoring realistically and fairly according to the regulations 
·  Scoring every handler and dog against the theoretically “perfect performance”  

rather than other exhibitors 
 
11. Speak loudly and clearly for the exhibitors to hear.  Never talk in a degrading tone of 
voice or act in a demeaning manner.  The exhibitors are nervous.  They probably will not 
remember everything you say, but they will remember your tone of voice and attitude. 
 
12. You are working with youth, and setting an example as you judge.  Appropriate 
behavior is required at all times.  Refrain from using foul language, physical contact, or 
using tobacco products.  Never arrive at a show under the influence of alcohol or other 
drugs. 
 
13. Maintain a proper and professional appearance.  You are in the ring to do a job, not to 
be the center of attention because of outlandish dress or bizarre behavior.  However, wear 
comfortable shoes as you could be on your feet several hours throughout a day. 
 
14. A majority of the spectators will be parents, relatives, and friends who do not know 
the rules, but are there to see the 4-H member showcase his/her project.  Therefore, it is 
important for you to avoid any actions that might degrade the 4-H’er or the dog.  
Remember that the spectators, especially the general public, may form their entire 
opinion of the 4-H dog program, and even 4-H in general, based on the actions of the 
judge, the 4-H member and the dog. 
 
15. Write comments on the score sheets.  Make them positive and legible.   Use 
constructive criticism when making suggestions for improvement. 
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16. Follow the rules and guidelines described in the Ohio 4-H Dog Obedience 
Regulations and the Ohio 4-H Dog Showmanship Regulations. 
 
Other  Judges’  Information  
 
1. Junior Fair Dog Shows are not sanctioned shows.  The exhibitor may be showing a 
family dog versus having a choice of dogs.  At the county level, some exhibitors may 
share a family dog.  This should not be an excuse for poor performance; however, keep in 
mind that the majority of these youth and dogs show only at the county level.   
 
2. Any breed or mix of breeds can be shown in 4-H.  Also, dogs with disabilities can be 
shown provided they can willingly perform the expected exercises without the activity 
being a health or safety threat to the dogs. 
 
3. Consistency in judging is very important.  Meet with other judges of the day and 
show officials before the show begins to bring uniformity and consistency in judging the 
show.  Some things to discuss include:  your expectations; stewards’  duties, score sheets, 
ring conditions, and deductions for certain behaviors in the ring that are not already 
spelled out in the 4-H rules.  It is very important to follow the same ring procedure for all 
participants in each class.  
 
4. Make the judging experience positive and educational for each youth.  There will be 
teachable moments throughout the show.  Use your professional judgment as to when to 
take advantage of these opportunities to educate youth in a positive way.  Educate and 
engage the audience when possible by mentioning positive attributes about the classes. 
 
5. Dogs must be clean, well brushed and in good physical condition appropriate for the 
dog’s age. The coat must be free from mats and loose hair. Ears must be clean and free 
from hair in the ear canal. The eyes must be free from matter, and teeth should not have 
any tartar buildup. Some staining on the teeth of older dogs is permissible. Toenails must 
be of proper length. Hair between the pads should be trimmed to prevent matting and 
collecting dirt. It is not required that whiskers be trimmed, but if the dog’s face is shaved, 
the stubble should be removed.  Regulation show clip is not required for purebred dogs.  
     
6. If, at the time of judging, a dog is being medicated for a skin ailment, ear         
infection, diet, etc., and the exhibitor makes you aware that (1) a medical problem exists; 
(2) a veterinarian has been consulted; and (3) medical advice/treatment is being followed, 
you should take these factors into consideration when scoring provided the health issues 
do not affect the dog’s performance.  (It is the show committee’s responsibility to make 
sure the exhibitor has brought a health certificate from the veterinarian verifying the 
condition and treatment to the show’s health check or registration.)   
 
7. Exhibitors should be neat, clean, and well-groomed in appearance.  They should wear 
clothing that is comfortable to handle in and appropriate for dog shows. Clothing should 
not distract, limit or hinder the judge’s view of the dog.  (1) Acceptable clothing for all 
Obedience classes, including Rally, includes slacks, dressy shorts, skorts, capri or crop 
pants, colored dress jeans, collared blouses and shirts, polo shirts, or similar attire, 
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closed-toe shoes, rubber-soled shoes, flats, and similar type footwear.  (2) Acceptable 
clothing for girls in Showmanship classes  are dresses, skirts, dress shorts, skorts, dress 
slacks, dressy Capri or crop pants, collared blouses, or similar attire.  Acceptable clothing 
for boys includes dress shirts, ties, and dress slacks.  Sports jackets may be worn, but are 
not necessary, especially in hot weather.  Closed-toe shoes, rubber-soled shoes, flats, and 
similar type shoes are acceptable footwear.  (3) Club shirts, jeans and shorts are 
acceptable for Agility.  Inappropriate clothing includes clothing that is too tight or too 
revealing, such as short skirts, short shorts, tank tops, halter tops, spaghetti straps, low 
cut blouses or shirts, shorts hanging too low on the waist, clothing with holes or tears in 
the fabric, blue jeans, faded or torn jeans of any kind, or other similar types of clothing.  
Exhibitors should not wear shirts with club names or logos, or clothing with lettering and 
distracting or offensive wording or design, and not wear hats.  They should not wear 
sandals, open-toed shoes, high-heeled shoes, clogs, or similar type footwear.  It is the 
show committee’s responsibility to not allow exhibitors dressed inappropriately in the 
show ring.  A judge’s appearance should be the same or  better  than what is expected 
of the exhibitor . 
 
Being Hired as a Judge 
 
 When you agree to judge at county fairs, the Senior Fair Board usually hires you 
through their show committee, or from a recommendation by the county 4-H Dog 
Committee or Extension personnel.  You are working for them and should follow their 
directions and guidelines.   When a fair board or committee representative asks you to 
judge, it is important to discuss your philosophies, as well as understand their 
philosophies, prior to being hired. If you do not agree with their judging procedures and 
cannot reach an agreement, do not accept the judging assignment.  If you do accept, do 
not expect to change the committee’s way of conducting the show.  Do not accept a 
junior fair judging assignment if you do not agree with the Ohio 4-H dog program 
philosophy.   
 
Some things to ask the person contacting you include:  

·  How many youth and dogs do they expect?  
·  What are the experience levels of the youth?   
·  What are the types of classes you will be judging?   
·  Is there another show scheduled after the dog show limiting the amount of time 

you have to judge? 
·  Will there be another dog judge judging different classes at the same time or the 

same day? 
·  What is the condition of the show ring or area in which you will be judging 

(grass, sawdust, concrete, etc.)? 
·  What show equipment (mats, jumps, etc.) is provided and its condition?   
·  Will there be people to steward? (Or let them know you want to bring your own.)  

 
 
The show officials are responsible for providing the correct class score sheets, armbands, 
stopwatches, jumps, and other necessary show items. Review these items with them, 
making sure they will provide what is needed for the classes you will be judging.  
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If you are judging Showmanship and expect someone else to ask the questions in the 
Interview section, let the hiring committee know.  This may mean they have to pay for a 
second judge.  Also, make it clear who provides the questions.  Does the Dog Committee 
give the Interview judge the questions or are you or the Interview judge expected to come 
with questions?  The same goes for You and Your Dog interview questions. 
 
Also make sure the hiring committee understands your total fee.  Indicate whether it is a 
flat fee or if mileage and any other expenses must be added.  Many fair boards prefer 
paying a flat fee. Ask them for a contract, and when you should expect it. 
 
It is the Fair Board’s responsibility to follow up closer to the judging date, sending you a 
final letter, copy of their rules and classes, and admission/parking passes.  However, if 
you have not heard from them two weeks prior to the show, call to confirm that 
everything is in place for you to judge, and ask when you should receive the final 
materials. 
 
Find out a contact person and phone number at which he/she can be reached the day of 
the show to call if you are delayed and might be arriving later than planned, or are lost. 
 
Come Prepared 
 
1. Bring the following items with you to the show: 

·  clipboard  
·  sharpened pencils or pens 
·  enough score sheets for the first class 
·  one copy of all other score sheets that can be duplicated for the other classes 
·  group exercise score sheets 
·  stop watch 
·  tape measure 
·  calculator 
·  tongs to hold retrieving items for scent classes 
·  sanitary wipes with which to clean your hands if necessary 
·  copy of the Ohio 4-H Dog Show Judges’  Guidelines 
·  copy of the Ohio 4-H Dog Obedience Regulations 
·  copy of the Ohio 4-H Dog Showmanship Regulations 
 

2. Arrive at the show site at least 30 minutes before judging is scheduled to begin. 
 
3. Meet the ring stewards.  Write their names down and use them. Review with the 
stewards their duties and the manner in which they are to be performed.  Instruct them 
that they are in the ring only to assist the judge.  Acknowledge the stewards’  assistance 
sometime during the show. 
 
4. Ask if there will be a veterinarian on the fairgrounds during the show.  The only 
situations that would require you to request the services of a veterinarian would be when 
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a dog in the ring requires immediate medical attention or when you need the 
veterinarian’s recommendation concerning the health of the dog in the ring. 
 
At the County Level:  Some county show committees are not as experienced as others.  
If you are in a judging situation where the show committee, and/or exhibitors need and 
want help in show structure and understanding the exercises, take the time to help. You 
may need to conduct a “mini-clinic”  during the dog show.  The exhibitors and you will 
reap the rewards. 
 
At the State Level:  You will not have time to teach.  Youth who show at the State Level 
should know how to perform the required exercises with their dogs.  Put constructive 
comments on the score sheets to help the 4-H members learn where improvement is 
needed. 
 
At the County Level:  If possible, stay for the awards presentations if they are given at 
the end of judging.  Many youth like to have their pictures taken with their judge.  Ask 
how many youth plan to enter the State Fair Dog Show (if the county show is prior to the 
State Fair Show).  You may want to give pointers to youth who plan to show at the State 
Fair.  
 
At the State Level:  Judges are asked to stay to hand out awards and have their pictures 
taken with the winners or others desiring their pictures with their judge. 
 
Dog Show Stewards 
 Planning a 4-H Dog Show involves well-thought out preparation by the Show 
Committee.  One necessary element of a 4-H Dog Show is the selection and training of 
stewards.  Dog show stewards have a variety of duties, which may include: (1) handing 
out armbands, (2) assembling classes properly, (3) preparing ribbon and trophy awards 
for each class, (4) keeping the ring neat and clean, (5) serving as gate, table or ring 
stewards, and (5) other duties as deemed necessary by the Show Committee. 
 People who serve as stewards for 4-H dog shows should be acquainted with 
showmanship and obedience show procedures.  Stewards who do not understand the 
judging process may require time-consuming instructions from the judge, and can 
severely slow down the entire judging process.  It is important to train new stewards 
using experienced stewards to instruct the training session. 
 Each show should have a Chief Steward appointed well in advance of the show.  
The Chief Steward, or the Show Committee Chairperson, is to invite a sufficient number 
of experienced persons to act as stewards in the judging on the day of the event.  The 
Chief Steward, or Show Committee Chair, should confirm in writing to all who accept an 
invitation to steward, the date and location of the show, the time at which they are to 
report for duty, and their particular assignments.   
 In preparing ring assignments, the Chief Steward and Show Committee should 
keep in mind that no person should serve as a steward under the judge(s) whom he/she 
has an entry at anytime during the show, or under whom, in the course of the day’s 
judging, his/her entries might become eligible to compete. 
 Stewards must keep in mind that they have been selected to help, not advise, the 
judge.  They should carefully refrain from discussing or even seeming to discuss the 
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dog’s performance with the judge.  When not actively engaged in their duties, stewards 
should position themselves so they will not interfere with the judging of the dogs. 
 Under no circumstances should a steward give instructions or information to 
handlers or family members unless specifically instructed to do so by the judge, and then 
only in such a manner that it is clear that the instructions are those of the judge.  This 
does not apply to their duties of checking in and lining up the handlers.  Also a steward is 
permitted to tell a handler where to find the bathroom, give directions to the next ring, 
etc., as long as it does not interfere with judging, scoring, and ring procedure. 
 Stewarding functions in the showmanship and obedience rings are divided into 
three general categories:  gate, table, and ring.  Under ideal circumstances there should be 
four stewards to perform these functions (there are two ring stewards for obedience).  
However, if the judge’s assignment is relatively light, a Show Committee could manage 
with two experienced persons for each ring. 
 The Chief Steward should report to the show ring at least 45 minutes prior to the 
start of judging to receive any specific instructions from the judge and to assist in setting 
up the ring as directed by the judge.  Other stewards should report to the Chief Steward at 
least 30 minutes prior to the start of judging. 
 
Gate Steward 
 The primary responsibility of the gate steward is to ensure that the next youth and 
dog team to be judged is immediately available when the judge indicates that he/she is 
ready.  As soon as the judge begins the judging routine of that team, the steward calls the 
next youth and dog team to be judged and ensures that they are at the ringside when the 
team in the ring has completed all exercises.  The youth and dog team may not enter the 
ring until the judge indicates he/she is ready for the next team.   
 The gate steward will take the leash from the handler when the dog is brought into 
the ring, as well as the dumbbell, in those respective classes, and put the leash and/or 
dumbbell on the judge’s table.  For the jumping exercises, the gate steward should record 
the dog’s height on the score sheet and the distance at which the jumps should be set.  
This will be checked by the judge before the handler/team performs that exercise. 
 For scent discrimination exercises the gate steward will place the handler’s 
container of articles on the judge’s table. 
  
Table Steward 
 The table steward’s duties vary considerably depending on the judge’s preference 
for doing his/own bookwork.  The steward must receive specific instructions from the 
judge as to what he/she will be doing as table steward. 
 The judge may have the table steward prepare and have ready the score sheet for 
the next handler/dog team to be judged, and to make sure the information on the score 
sheet is correct for that team.  The judge may also have the table steward double check to 
see that the scores from the score sheet of the team already judged are added correctly.  If 
an error is made, the steward should bring it to the judge’s attention, and not make any 
corrections him/herself. 
 The table steward usually prepares the group exercise worksheets, if the judge 
uses them.  These should be prepared according to the judge’s instruction prior to the 
group exercises. 
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Ring Steward 
 One obedience judge requires the help of two ring stewards.  The ring stewards 
will assist the judge in setting up the ring and equipment for each class judged, as well as 
other duties requested by the judge.  In Sub-Novice, Novice, and Graduate Novice, 
stewards will serve as posts around which the handler/dog team will perform the Figure 8 
exercise.  The judge will indicate where he/she wants the team to perform the Figure 8.  
The stewards need to be ready to go to their positions after the team finishes the heeling 
pattern, or when indicated by the judge.  Being ready to go to their post positions saves 
time by not requiring the judge to call the stewards each time they are needed.   
 For the Figure 8, the stewards should stand eight (8) feet apart, facing each other, 
with their hands hanging naturally at their sides or folded in front.  Hands should not be 
placed on the hips or in any way extended from the body.  It is imperative that stewards 
do not move or talk while the team is performing this exercise.  Stewards must resist the 
temptation to turn their heads to watch the team, laugh, smile or stare at the dog, watch 
the audience, etc. 
 Stewards must be available to take the leash from the handler before the 
appropriate exercises, and keep it until that exercise or class is finished, and then return it 
to the handler.  The judge may also require a steward to hold his/her clipboard and pencil 
during the Stand for Examination. 
 During Group Exercises (Long Sit and/or Down), ring stewards must be 
especially alert.  If a dog breaks or starts to move toward another dog, the judge may ask 
the steward to restrict the dog’s movements.  The stewards should divide their attention 
between the dogs and the judge to be ready to follow the judge’s instructions. 
 Ring stewards will set the distance of the jumps, and therefore must have a tape 
measure to insure the accuracy of the jump.  It is important to set the jumps quickly, yet 
accurately, so as not to loose time.  Ring stewards should be familiar with setting up 
broad jumps, high jumps, and bar jumps. 
 In exercises involving the dumbbell, the ring steward takes the dumbbell from the 
judge’s table and gives it to either the handler or judge, upon the judge’s direction.  The 
steward must pick up the dumbbell by the ends only and not touch the bar.  After the 
exercise is completed, the ring steward takes the dumbbell from the handler and returns it 
to the table.  When handing the dumbbell to and taking it from the handler, the steward 
should not reach over the top of the dog, as it could slip out of the steward’s hands and 
fall on the dog. Upon completion of an exercise, or set of exercises, depending on the 
class, the dumbbell and leash are returned to the handler. 
 For scent discrimination exercises, the judge may have the ring steward touch the 
unselected articles and place them in a random order on the ring floor about 6 inches 
apart.  After completion of the exercise, the steward puts the articles back in the container 
and returns them to the handler. 
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Developing Educational Oppor tunities  

for  Youth with Dogs 
 

 
CONSIDERATIONS 
·  Safe Environment for Youth and Dogs 
·  Involve Junior Fair Board Members, Senior Fair Board Members, Extension 

Educators,   Agricultural Educators, Volunteers, Dog Clubs, Breeders, Dog/Pet 
Industry Professionals 

·  Non-Competitive and Competitive Events 
·  Displays and Demonstrations 
·  Recognition for Youth Participants 
   
  
HEALTH REQUIREMENTS OF COUNTY FAIR 

1. What are your county fair�s health requirements in addition to those of ODA? 
 

2. Will a fair vet be present to check the health and condition of the dogs? 
 

3. What is the minimum age a dog must be to be brought to the fair? 
 
 

SAFETY FACTORS TO CONSIDER 
1. Insure safety of exhibitor and other participants  

·  Only domestic dogs should be shown 
·  Dogs requiring muzzles should not be allowed on grounds 
·  Dogs requiring prong collars (public views this as unsafe), or electronic 

training collars should not be permitted 
·  Dogs not controllable by youth, aggressive to other dogs and especially 

toward people must be removed from the grounds 
·  If bitches in heat are permitted, they need to be away from other dogs so there 

is no aggressive behavior 
·  Provide ample room for dogs to be crated or kept by their handlers 
·  Provide place for spectators to view dog show away from the dogs 
·  Provide ample room for the actual dog show and dog activities so animals are 

not crowded 
·  Do not hold show out in hot sun 

 
2. Insure safety of animal exhibited 

·  Must be under control of handler 
o Collar and leash or harness and leash (depending on class) 
o Crate 

·  Safe equipment, such as jumps for obedience and obstacles for  
    agility 

·  Enclosed areas for agility, off-leash obedience classes 
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·  Show should not be held in hot sun 
     

3. Be aware of temperament of animals, especially around other animals   
·  Dogs can and will growl, scratch, bite, snap 

o Especially in a new environment, if improperly handled, scared, or 
threatened 

  
4. Be aware of temperature 

·  Some breeds of dogs are especially prone to heat stroke  
·  Weather during late fairs may be too cold for certain breeds to function well 

 
 
LEGAL ISSUES OF CERTAIN SPECIES OF DOGS 

1. 4-H allows all domestic breeds of dogs 
 
2. Local ordinances may not allow certain breeds deemed “dangerous”  to be shown 

 
3. Wolf and wolf hybrids are not permitted to be shown (at the state level), and 

should not be shown at the local level 
 
 
 

Junior  Fair  Pet Shows – Dog Classes  
 
CLASSES OFFERED 

1. Allow participants to enter only a certain number, depending on types of 
 classes 

�  Look alike - no costume - dog resembles owner 
�  Costume class - dog only 
�  Costume class - dog and owner 
�  Best Dressed (usually same as costume class, however costume class may 

have a lot of unusual styles of dressing, while best dressed sometimes 
means not funny or too unusual) 

�  Most unusual  
�  Cutest 
�  Most tricks 
�  �Stupid�  Pet Tricks (allow each to do only one trick and pick the funniest 

or goofiest) 
�  Longest tail and/or shortest tail*   
�  Longest whiskers and/or shortest whiskers*      
�  Longest fur and/or shortest fur*  
�  Funniest noise 
�  Most talkative 
�  Most colorful fur 
�  What else?????? 
*Must measure & animal must allow measurement 
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AGES OF YOUTH, ADULTS, SENIOR CITIZEN CLASS 

1. How young? 
·  Many pet shows begin with youth ages 5  

o Can have stuffed pet show for youth too small to have live pets 
o Many classes could be the same as for live pets 
 

 2.  Young children should not be permitted to show a dog in the pet show they 
cannot handle, that weighs more than they do, etc.  Set limits. 

 
3. Senior citizen class - ages 65 and older are fun  

 
 
PRIZES 
 1. Ribbons, rosettes, trophies 

 
2. Discount or free food coupons (for on or off fairgrounds) 
 
3. Free                at 4-H food booth or Jr. Fair Dairy Barn, etc. 
 
4. All should receive participation awards 

 
 
REGISTRATION 

1. Pre-registration 
·  Info in fair book, newspaper, on radio, flyers before fair 
·  Deadline so you will know how many prizes you will need 
 

 
2. Sign ups during fair 

·  May work if pet show is during last part of fair 
·  Need time to work out details 

 
3. Do you want to charge participants a small fee, i.e. $1.00 or $2.00 to enter to help 

defray expenses? 
 
 
SPONSORS 

1. Junior Fair Board 
 

2. Senior Fair Board 
 

 3. 4-H Committees 
 

4. Local dog clubs, breeders, veterinarians, humane societies, animal shelters, pet 
food and supply companies, stores with pet departments, pet shops 

 
5. Anyone you can find who is reputable 
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PUBLICITY 

1. Posters throughout community 
 
2. Newspaper 

 
3. Fair book 

 
4. Radio 
 
5. Places where people with dogs go 
 
6.  4-H and other youth organization news letters 
 
7.  Flyers 

 
 
THE ACTUAL SHOW - WHAT IS NEEDED? 

1. PA system 
 

2. Check-in (registration) Table 
·  Have pre-registered entries listed by class, name of exhibitor and animal 

 
3. Announcer 
 
4. Tables 

 
5. Signs for each class 
 
6.  Extra crate to put animal if causing trouble or scared 
 

 
7. Extra leash and slip collar 

 
8. Jug with water and water bowl 
 
9. Two youth at each table 

·  For safety 
·  To assist judge 

 
10. Awards table 

 
11. Camera, film 

 
12. News release forms 

 
 

13. Newspaper publicity 
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14. Score sheets, paper, and pencils 

 
 
JUDGE(S) 

1. Number of judges depend on size of show and time allotted 
·  Could have one judge for everything or a team of judges for everything 
·  May want several people judging at one time so more than one class is going 

on at the same time (concurrent classes) 
 

2. Need to contact judges at least 60 days prior to show, send them rules and scoring 
criteria  
 

3. Should predetermine some kind of scoring criteria...could be as simple as rank 
each class from 1 - 10 with 5 being average and then place them according to 
scoring with 1 = first place. 

 
4. Do not allow ties...judges need to come up with a winner. 

 
 
WHO DO YOU ASK TO JUDGE? 

1. Be careful not to ask someone whose family member or close relative is in the 
show. 

 
2. Don�t ask someone who has a member from their 4-H club or FFA group, etc. 

showing. 
 
3. Since the exhibitor is not being interviewed on their knowledge, almost anyone 

can judge....vet, elected official (be careful not to offend someone), senior 
citizens, someone in the dog industry. 

 
4.   Can either ask judge to volunteer time, or pay them a fee, or at least for gas.  If 

they volunteer their time and ask for no remuneration, it is nice to provide them 
with free drinks and offer them a food coupon for free food on the fairgrounds. 

 
 
FOLLOW UP 

1. Newspaper publicity (within a day or two of show) 
 

2. If taking pictures of kids, have double prints made and you can sell the print to the 
parent of the kid (on entry form have a place for the parent to sign a photo release 
for publicity) 
·  Can email pictures of kids to parents if ask for email address on entry form 

o Can do this as a courtesy or charge a nominal fee 
 

3. Thank you notes to the judges - very important!  (within two weeks of the show) 
 

4. Figure cost of the entire pet show 
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5. Provide written report for Senior Fair Board 

 
6. Brainstorm with other Jr. Fair Board members about things to change for next 

time, improvements, things that went well 
 
 
WAYS TO MAKE A DOG SHOW EDUCATIONAL 

1. Have educational displays & pamphlets around arena, tent, area where show is 
held 
�  humane society 
�  dog rescues 
�  about animal health 
�  responsible pet ownership 
�  dog food - varieties (not to sell) 
�  dog show and care supplies - different kinds of things (not to sell) 
�   books about dogs and dog care 
�  from library - librarian could be there to check out books 
�  sample magazines 
�  Dog Learning Laboratory Kit 
�  4-H PetPALS 
�  4-H Dog Resource Handbook and Project & Record Book 
·  Offer scavenger hunt 

o Hide educational information, pictures, actual dog equipment, etc. 
around Fairgrounds and give youth a sheet of questions and hints 

 
 
INCORPORATE COMMUNITY SERVICE 

1. Ask each exhibitor to bring a canned food item to donate to an outreach 
organization. 

 
2. Can you think of any others? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lucinda B. Miller, Extension Specialist, 4-H Youth Development, Ohio State University Extension, 01.08.08 
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Showing Dogs as 4-H or  FFA Projects 

Types of Dog Shows 
Many youth choose to show their dogs locally for several reasons. There is limited access 
to shows in many parts of the state and showing can get very expensive, especially if you 
have to travel. Many 4-H and FFA members show their dogs only at the county fair and 
Ohio State Fair.  Some of the shows, other than the county and state fair shows, to look 
for are as follows: 

Show and Go’s. A show and go is very basic and true to its name. You simply show up, 
pay a fee (usually less expensive than other matches), and wait for your turn to show. 
You run through the exercises you signed up for and are free to leave when you are 
finished. There may or may not be a score sheet, but ask to be scored if possible. You 
usually have the freedom to treat, click, or work through the exercises. There are no 
awards and you can repeat classes as you wish. 

One caution is that sometimes the judges are just learning themselves and may make 
some mistakes. You should always be aware that on any given day a judge can see and do 
things that you may not agree with, but just like when a referee makes a call, you take 
what you get and try to learn from it. 

Fun Matches. These are usually put on by clubs and organizations as fund raisers and as 
ways to provide experience for competitors. Many times you will be sent or given a flyer 
or announcement of the event with the opportunity to pre-enter. Pre-entering usually 
offers a lower entry fee, and helps you plan and commit to attending the fun match. 
Usually there is also “day-of-show” entry, which allows you to make a last-minute 
decision about attending. In fun matches you may have the option of entering a class for 
“practice only.”  For example, if you are in your second year of showing in sub novice (B 
class), but are working on teaching your dog to work off lead, you may want to enter 
novice A for practice only, just to get an idea of how your dog does in the ring. If you 
actually compete at the novice level, you would be ineligible for sub-novice classes. 
Also, if you are working through a problem and wish to treat, click, or talk to your dog, 
you would ask for a “practice only”  class. Mixed breeds are encouraged and welcomed at 
these events. 

Many Ohio 4-H clubs offer Fun Matches beginning as early as April.  If your county is 
having a Fun Match, please send a flyer including registration information to Lucinda 
Miller at miller.78@cfaes.osu.edu.  Fun Matches will be posted at 
http://southcenters.osu.edu/4h/.  

Sanctioned Fun Matches. These are the same as other matches, except they are 
sponsored, or sanctioned, by AKC or another registering organization and generally 
opened to breeds recognized by these groups. They are usually run more like a “ trial”  
with the same restrictions, which includes no treating, clicking, and only certain 
commands. The results and your score sheets are compiled and evaluated by the 
organization. This aids the club presenting the match in either achieving or maintaining 
“sanctioning,”  which gives them the right to hold regular trials. 
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Mixed breeds are being considered to compete in AKC events such as obedience, rally, 
and agility. 

Trials. AKC, UKC, and many other registering organizations hold trials in which 
members compete and title. Each has its own specific rules and regulations, and 
information is readily available. Challenging yourself to title your dog in any event is 
very rewarding. It can be expensive and involve a lot of time and travel, but you learn 
much about the world of showing dogs when you get to this level. 

Key Dog Show People 
At dog shows, whether a match or trial, there are several key people to look for. 

Registration. This is where you start your day, pay your fees, choose your class(s), pick 
up your armband, find out your ring location, and possibly having your dog’s overall 
health and health papers checked. 

Stewards. Stewards are people in each ring who assist the judge. They handle score 
sheets, act as posts during the Figure 8 exercise, take your lead, hand you your dumbbell, 
change jumps, organize awards, and generally do anything that needs done. They are the 
people you seek out for information concerning your particular ring. You need to check 
in with them so they know you are present and “on deck”  to show, because they also 
control the flow of exhibitors in their rings. 

Judge. A judge’s job is to treat each exhibitor the same while evaluating the skills in 
performing the exercises required in the class. They often have a huge task to perform, 
and they do not have time to answer questions until the show is over. If you have 
questions while you are in the ring, such as being able to hear, where the fast and slows 
are, or any number of issues, by all means—ASK! The judge understands what it is like 
to compete and will be patient and helpful. If you need to talk with the judge about 
something important and you are not in the ring, ask the steward for help first; they talk 
to the judge for you. Learning to be a judge is like anything else. It gets better and easier 
with lots of practice. Thankfully there are new people who are willing to put in the time 
and energy to become judges, and you and your dog may be part of their learning 
experience. 

Show superintendent. At trials, this is the person in charge. He or she makes final 
decisions and organizes all the events of the day. Each type of show has different rules 
and regulations. The show superintendent makes decisions on such things as poor 
conduct or violations, and meets with show committee members to discuss issues that 
come up throughout the show. 

Spor tsmanship 
Just as we use good management skills in dog training, we should manage and plan our 
showing times. It is important to set a goal of achieving as much as possible with your 
dog projects and to plan for success; however, success does not necessarily mean 
winning. You must also be prepared when you do not do as well as you think you should 
have. No matter how well trained your dog, anything can happen. Even a very minor 
distraction can interfere with his performance. It is important for you to learn how to 
manage your feelings and reactions if achieve less than desired. 
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Learn to discuss with your friends, advisors, and parents how you feel when your dog 
acts a fool, or when you or your dog make a mistake in the ring. Exercise these types of 
discussions when you and your dog do not perform as well as expected during practice 
time. 

Understand the role of a judge. In a dog show the judge is hired to provide his or her 
opinion of how you and your dog performed during a given class at a given time on a 
given day. You should always respect the judge’s opinion.  

Learn how to approach a steward to ask permission to speak to the judge or how to look 
for the person in charge if you have a problem. There are people at dog shows who are 
there to help and listen. 

When planning to attend a show with your club members or friends, celebrate being at 
the show and enjoying each other’s company. 

Reward yourself and your dog for a job well done. Remember to find things that you and 
your dog did right and focus on them. 

Look at the positive things about other competitors. Don’ t get hung up on being critical. 

Talk about how you feel—disappointment, confusion, and frustration are all a part of 
showing. 

Use your letter writing skills to compliment or thank the people in charge or those who 
have supported the show by sponsoring awards, etc. You may even make a suggestion for 
improvements. 

Practice good sportsmanship at all times! 

 

About Spor tsmanship… 

Whether at a dog show or another activity, it is important to develop good sportsmanship. 
Sportsmanship is conduct becoming to an individual involving fair and honest 
competition, courteous relations, and graceful acceptance of results. 

Conduct. Demonstrate and maintain high standards of personal behavior and conduct that 
become you as an individual and as a representative of your family, your club, your 
community, and the 4-H program or FFA chapter in which you are involved. 

Fairness. Learn and follow the rules. Do not cheat. Be objective, honest, and just in 
evaluating yourself and others. 

Honesty. Be truthful, fair, and straightforward in everything you say and do. Show 
integrity. Do not lie or deceive. Do your own training and recordkeeping. Do not 
understate or overstate your abilities, skills, or accomplishments. 

Competition. Accept that the nature of competition is seeking to get what others are 
seeking to get, involves rivalry between contestants to earn rewards, and results in both 
winners and losers. 

Courtesy. Be well-mannered. Be respectful, thoughtful, considerate, cooperative, 
friendly, and cheerful in your attitude and your behavior regardless of whether or not you 
do well and whether you win or lose. Do not argue with the stewards, judges, or show 
organizers. When you have concerns, questions, or suggestions, be polite in expressing 
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them. Be nice toward participants, spectators, advisors, parents, show officials, media, 
and others. Give others the benefit of the doubt. Treat people, animals, and things kindly. 
Do not boo, heckle, use offensive language, or behave rudely. Keep your emotions under 
control. 

Graceful Acceptance of Results. Accept judges’  suggestions and the results with a 
positive attitude. If you are not selected as the winner or if you receive a lower score or 
evaluation than you expect, do not gripe, complain, whine, pout, make excuses, or say 
you didn’ t feel well. Congratulate those who do win and who performed better than you 
did. Recognize, appreciate, and try to learn from the accomplishments and admirable 
traits of others. Recognize, learn from, and try to improve your own shortcomings. Do 
not protest or make accusations unless you have proof and are willing to personally face 
the person(s) you are accusing. If you are selected as a winner or receive a higher 
score/evaluation than you expect, graciously thank the people who congratulate you. Be 
happy but do not gloat, brag, act conceited, or downplay your accomplishments. Finally, 
regardless of the outcome, thank your parents, advisors, show personnel, judges, 
sponsors, and other people who have helped you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Junior  Fair  Dog Show Checklist  
 
Sr. Fair Board Director(s):            

              

Jr. Fair Board Member(s):           

              

What Needs to Be Done Name of Person(s) 
Responsible 

Date 
Completed/

Sent 

Comments 
(who contacted, initial calls made, follow up letters 
or emails, contracts sent & received, awards 
secured, etc.) 

Dog show rules & 
requirements finalized 
 

   

Initial contact to hire judge(s) 
(Ask judge’s philosophy, fee to 
judge – may need to negotiate 
flat fee.) 

   

Follow up to initial contact, 
including contract with fee 
(Send rules/requirements) 

   

Contact trophy sponsors 
 
 

   

Order ribbons/awards 
 
 

   

Rules sent to printer for fair 
premium book 
 

   

Proof read rules before final 
printing (sponsors spelled 
correctly) 

   

Pre-fair registrations or fair 
entry deadline paperwork 
 

   

Secure place for show (note if 
fence, ropes, etc. are needed) 
 

   

Contact people to steward (2-
3+ depending on show size) 
 

   

Contact Fair Vet with no. 
dogs, times needed to vet 
check, required paperwork 

   

Secure equipment for classes 
offered, including mats (if 
needed) 

   

Check trophies for accuracy; 
put sponsor address labels on 
trophies & ribbons 

   

Final letter to judge(s) (pass, 
directions, phone nos. to contact 
in case of emergency or 
questions, number of youth & 
dogs to expect, time to arrive, 
length of time they have to judge, 
any additional rules)  
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What Needs to Be Done Name of Person(s) 
Responsible 

Date 
Completed/

Sent 

Comments 
(who contacted, initial calls made, follow up letters 
or emails, contracts sent & received, awards 
secured, etc.) 

Follow up letter to stewards 
(passes, directions, time to 
arrive) 

   

Letter to sponsors inviting 
them to present awards (date, 
time, classes, directions) 

   

Follow up with Fair Vet 
 
 

   

Phone call to judge 2-3 days 
before show (Ask if any last 
minute questions, confirm no. 
youth, dogs, & classes.) 

   

Thank you cards and/or 
address info for youth to send 
sponsors thank yous 

   

Armbands 
 

   

Score sheets, including group 
exercise 

   

Showmanship interview 
questions (if applicable) 

   

You & Your Dog interview 
questions (if applicable) 

   

Newspaper publicity 
 

   

Photographer 
 

   

Announcer(s) 
 

   

Show Secretary (to verify 
entries, register youth, 
complete top of score sheets) 

   

Clipboards    
Pens, Pencils    
Calculator    
Tape Measure    
Stop Watch    
Paper towels, hand sanitizer    
Clean show area 
 

   

Set up ring(s) 
 

   

After show clean up 
 

   

Follow up thank you notes to 
judges, show help 
 

   

 
 

   

 



 26 

 

SAMPLE  
DOG WALK PASS 

 
 

To: Gate Personnel and Sheriff’s Department 
 

 
This letter is a “Walk Pass” for Monday, July 21 and Thursday, July 24, 2008, 
giving the owner permission to have his/her dog(s) on the      
County Fairgrounds for Junior Fair Dog Activities that are being held in the Show 
Arena. 
 
The youth, with his/her dog(s), will be competing on these days and will be 
walking his/her dog(s) to the arena, and then back to the parking lot after the 
contest has concluded. 
 
Dogs must stay in the vicinity of the Show Arena and barn areas.  Any dogs 
found outside of this area must be removed from the Fairgrounds and the 
exhibitors will not be permitted to show their dogs.  Dogs are not permitted on the 
midway or around concession stands. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact        
at     . 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
     
Senior Fair Board President 
 
 
cc:   Senior Fair Board 

Junior Fair Board 
4-H Office 
Gates Office 
Sheriff’s Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Modified by Lucinda B. Miller, Extension Specialist, 4-H Youth Development, Ohio State University Extension, from the 
Ohio State Fair Junior Fair Dog Show Walk Pass, 01.08.08 

 
 


